Penn Northeast Conference
United Church of Christ

2024 Fall Meeting - Saturday, November 9, St. John’s UCC, Laurys Station

8:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

9:05a.m.
9:20 a.m.

9:30 a.m.

11:30 a.m.

Noon

12:30 p.m.

1:30 p.m.

2:00 p.m.

Tentative Agenda

Theme: Building a Bigger Table

Log in Time for Zoom Participants
Welcome by James Gottwald and Housekeeping Comments
Introduction of Guests — Bonnie Bates
Devotions by the Congregational Vitality Team and Coaches
Business -
Call to Order - Lori Balliet
Appoint Parliamentarian —Joanne Marchetto
Define the Bar of the House — Lori
Adopt Agenda - Lori
Registrar’s Report — Cecilia Baxter
Adopt the Business Guidelines - Lori
Discussion of Keystone Merger and General Synod Motion
Introduction of PNEC Keystone Working Group Mbrs — Bonnie Bates
Motion Presentation — Becky Beckwith
Plan B Presentation (the motion does not pass)— Bonnie
Plan A Presentation (the motion passes) — Lori, Tyler Shankweiler,
Steve Davis, and Dave DeRemer
Vote on the General Synod Motion
Results of the Vote on the Motion Announced - Four Conference Ministers

Release, Healing, and Celebration — Debra Hess and Bonnie
_unch

Additional Business:
Approve the Minutes/Spring Conference Meeting — Suzanne Schaeffer
Adopt the Proposed 2025 Budget — Martin Nuscher
Affirm the STAR Resolution going forward to General Synod — Bonnie
Affirm the Slate of GS Delegates/Installation — Rebecca Thomas
Church Anniversaries, ONA, WISE, A2A, Legacy/Opted-Out Churches
Kayli Freeman and Bonnie
Necrology — Bonnie
Presentation
Acknowledgements
Announcement of the 2025 Spring Meeting and Adjourn the Meeting
Lori
How to Build Relationships Among Congregations and Inside the New
Conference (if the motion passes) - Congregational Vitality Team and
Coaches




3:00 p.m. Closing Worship with Communion - Congregational Vitality Team and
Coaches
Communion is gluten-free bread and grape juice.
Offering will be designated for “Friends of the Conference” and Hunger Free
PA (all PA Conference will be participating in this)

Names of Participants in the Order in which They Appear

Rev. Dr. James Gottwald, St. John’s UCC, Laurys Station; Chairperson of the
Conference Meeting Planning Team
Rev. Matthew Gorkos, Church of the Good Shepherd, Alburtis; Chair of the
Congregational Vitality Team
Rev. Michelle Funk, Heidelberg UCC, Slatington; Chair of the Coaches
Mrs. Lori Balliet, Moderator
Rev. Dr. Joanne Marchetto, Parliamentarian
Rev. Cecilia Baxter, New Creation, Easton; Assistant Moderator
Rev. Dr. Bonnie Bates, Conference Minister
Keystone Working Group:
Rev. Kris Snyder, Union UCC, Neffs
Rev. Dr. James Gottwald, St. John’s UCC, Laurys Station
Rev. Dr. Becky Beckwith
Rev. Steve Davis, St. John’s UCC Fullerton, Whitehall
Rev. Bill Metzger, Consultant to the Keystone Conference Ministers
Rev. Dr. Bonnie Bates, PNEC Staff
Mr. Tyler Shankweiler, St. John’s UCC Fullerton, Whitehall
Rev. Dr. David DeRemer
Rev. Debra Hess, St. Thomas UCC Macada, Bethlehem; Chair of the

Committee on Ministry
Rev. Suzanne Schaeffer, Emmanuel UCC, Nuremberg; Secretary

Rev. Martin Nuscher, St. Paul’s UCC Indianland, Cherryville and St. John’s UCC,
Northampton; Treasurer

Rev. Rebecca Thomas, First UCC and Lower Saucon UCC, Hellertown; Chair of the
Nominating Committee

Rev. Kayli Freeman, Union UCC, Neffs; Chair of the Local Congregational Support
Working Group, Committee on Ministry

Officers of the Conference Board
Mrs. Lori Balliet, Moderator
Rev. Cecilia Baxter, Assistant Moderator
Rev. Martin Nuscher, Treasurer
Rev. Suzanne Schaeffer, Secretary
Rev. Dr. Bonnie Bates, Conference Minister and President



Ushers
Rev. Martin Nuscher
Rev. Henry Distler
Mr. Ben Gulledge
Mr. Lee Schaeffer

Displays
Bethany Children’s Home - Jocelynn Phillips
Moravian and Lancaster Theological Seminaries — Diane Bogues

UCC Insurance — Andrew Parry
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BUSINESS GUIDELINES
for the
Fall 2024 Conference Meeting at St. John’s UCC, Laurys Station

All proceedings of a Conference meeting shall be governed by the parliamentary procedures in Robert's Rules of
Order, Newly Revised 12™ Edition, unless otherwise provided for in these guidelines.

Participants in the Zoom meeting who are delegates have voice and vote. Those who want to speak shall secure
permission from the Chat Teller — Rev. Rebecca Sausser — through the Zoom Chat Function or by raising their hand
in the Participants Panel in Zoom to be recognized. Delegates who are in person in the Bar of the House have voice
and vote. They can raise their hand to be recognized by the Moderator. Please give your full name and the church you
represent.

To cast a vote, one must have been named by a local church as its delegate (or alternate if the delegate is absent) or be
an authorized minister who holds standing in the Penn Northeast Conference or be a lay member of the Conference
Board.

Only the votes of those qualified to vote and within sanctuary of St. John’s UCC, Laurys Station and the Zoom
participants, which are declared to be within the bar of the house, will be counted on any issue. Voting will be done
by polling (virtually), raising of the official delegate card for those physically present, or by ballot.

When a motion 1s introduced, the person speaking shall be limited to a maximum of five (5) minutes for the initial
presentation. Anyone speaking about an issue already introduced shall be limited to a maximum of two (2) minutes.
No previous speaker on a specific issue shall be permitted to speak again until all who want to speak about that issue
have had an opportunity to do so. Attendees may request their chat to be spoken by the Chat Teller — Rebecca
Sausser.

The right to limit the time for discussion shall be vested in the presiding officer.

All amendments and main motions from attendees who are in person shall be presented in writing to the Conference
Secretary. If the attendee is on Zoom, amendments and motions should be presented to the Conference Secretary in
the chat function to Rebecca Sausser.

Members of the Budget Committee shall be available at the Conference Meeting to discuss any pertinent items

relating to the proposed budget.

The Officers of the Conference Board will serve as the Business Committee. It will receive all business items,
recommendations, overtures, proposals, resolutions, etc., and determine when they are to be considered by the
Conference. It shall also arrange business items in such a way that duplication may be avoided, and the agenda
expedited.

(10) All resolutions, proposals, etc. submitted should be in the Conference Office prior to the Conference Meeting.

(11) Any resolution not accepted for consideration shall be referred to the Conference Board for consideration and

possible referral to the Conference at a later meeting.
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Motion of Penn West, Penn Central, Pennsylvania Southeast, and Penn Northeast
Conferences to Join Together to Form the Keystone Conference

Submitted by:
Penn West, Penn Central, Pennsvivania Southeast, and Penn Northeast Conferences

SUMMARY

Penn West, Penn Central, Pennsylvania Southeast, and Penn Northeast Conferences of the
United Church of Christ (“movants”) recommend the General Synod of the United Church of
Christ grant standing to a new Conference, the Keystone Conference, with boundaries covering
the geographical area as movants’ boundaries, and terminate movants’ standing as Conferences
of the United Church of Christ, effective January 1, 2026.

BIBLICAL, THEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL GROUNDING

As followers of Jesus, “Together We Are Stronger” is the “why” of the proposed Keystone
Conference. Our mission is to equip our Associations to provide better spiritual, educational,
programmatic, and financial support to our congregations, Our work is grounded in Ephesians
4:11-13: “The gifts (Jesus) gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building
up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son
of God.”

The Holy Spirit is moving in innovative and transformative ways, and we are called as God’s
people to respond to the new thing that God is doing with conviction, compassion, and clarity,
We are resolved to trust faithfully in the collective wisdom and leadership to reimagine the Penn
West, Penn Central, Pennsylvania Southeast, and Penn Northeast Conferences as one body

known as the Keystone Conference.

These current times require fresh expressions of faith, rituals, discipleship, and leadership. We
hold in artistic tension the traditions that have formed deeply ingrained identities and practices
with the creative power of the Divine who is “making all things new.”

3

We believe we are a people who are bound together by biblical covenants and guided by Jesus
fundamental commandment to love one another. By that love, we work together to serve God
and our neighbors with compassion, to encourage and inspire one another with hope, and to

make bold and courageous choices.

In January 2022, the Conference Ministers of the four Pennsylvania Conferences gathered to
discuss the urgency of issues confronting all settings of the UCC. Our four Conferences share
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challenges, and we responded to them in partnership with each other by establishing first a
“Keystone Study Group,” then a “Keystone Working Group,” which spent many hours together
discerning our call to unity.

We met with an eye toward confronting the divisions and hostilities of our world and listening
with a deep sense of our responsibility to answer Jesus’ prayer, “that they may all be one.” We
identified the spiritual hunger of our church people and pastors and the call to support and
develop the local church. We dreamed about new ways to serve Jesus and our churches by
drawing on the strength and giftedness of our clergy, congregations, leaders, and Conference

staff,

We recognize that we are not the church that we were when the denomination was formed in
1957, and our current contexts of ministry are different, The pandemic exacerbated the
challenges we face, We acknowledge our responsibility to provide support and nourishment to
the local church. We recognize our duty to work in partnership with all settings of the church to
find and develop the leadership needs of our congregations. We acknowledge the very real
financial challenges that impact the future of all our ministries.

After over a year of meeting to discern God’s call for our Conferences, we believe that
“Together, We Are Stronger.” Also, we believe that if we are to encourage and transform the
church we know, we must transform ourselves and the denominational structures and
expectations we have of them and each other. We believe there are compelling reasons to move

toward the creation of a unified Conference. This might allow us to:

— Respond with dynamic faithfulness to a fluid world with the timeless truths of the gospel
of Jesus Christ and move forward into the future with confidence and vision.
— Embrace our understanding of discipleship and act like the Body of Christ, humanity’s

best witness to the interdependent unity of all living things.

— Provide stronger collective support for local churches,

— Strengthen outreach and mission so our passions can meet the world’s deepest needs to
reshape our communities with the love and care of Jesus Christ.

— Serve as a model for our congregations needing to take bold action to adapt themselves
and strengthen the mission and ministry of the UCC in our Conference.

— EBquip Associations to promote justice, racial reconciliation, and spiritual revival in all
their forms.

~ Increase our participation and positive influence in the wider UCC community.

— Create conversations and initiate new strategies for the sharing and implementation of
“best practices.”

~ Blend together what each Conference does well, building on our individual and corporate
strengths.
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We believe it 1s time for us to be open to God’s work in the four “Penn” Conferences of the
United Church of Christ — Penn West, Penn Central, Pennsylvania Southeast, and Penn Northeast
— and to join together to form a new Conference of the United Church of Christ, named the

Keystone Conference.

“See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?” Isaiah 43:19 (NIV).
TEXT OF THE MOTION

WHEREAS the Penn West, Penn Central, Pennsylvania Southeast, and Penn Northeast
Conferences of the United Church of Christ together discerned that they: Affirm devotion to our
Creator God, to Jesus Christ our savior, teacher, and friend, and to the Holy Spirit who binds us
together in one body and lights the way into the future; Recognize that division and change
surround and strain the Christian church, challenging faithful people of good will to create novel
communities of faith, action, and love for a new age; Believe a Conference must model unity and
healing in response to theological and ideological shifts in the Body of Christ as a whole and in
the United Church of Christ in particular; Serve, Nurture, and Empower authorized ministers and
all settings of the church within their boundaries; and Desire to live into Jesus’ hope for his
followers “that they all may be one” [John 17], reflecting the desire for unity in our predecessor
denominations and in the entire United Church of Christ; and

WHEREAS the Penn West, Penn Central, Pennsylvania Southeast, and Penn Northeast
Conferences propose to join together to create the Keystone Conference; and

WHEREAS the proposed Keystone Conference as a Conference of the United Church of Christ
aspires to be one body, affirming its commitment to unity centered in Christ Jesus, working

diligently to maintain a large tent wherein its members may experience authentic welcome,
mercy, empowerment, and hope, siriving to share rencwed life, fellowship, witness, and gospel

proclamation together; and

WHEREAS the four Conferences have collectively discerned that the ministry and mission of
their Associations will be stronger as one unified Conference;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Thirty-Fifth General Synod of the United Church
of Christ does hereby recognize the Keystone Conference, created with geographic boundaries
encompassing those previously of the Penn West, Penn Central, Pennsylvania Southeast, and
Penn Northeast Conferences, effective January 1, 2026; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Thirty-Fifth General Synod grants the new Keystone
Conference of the United Church of Christ standing as a Conference of the United Church of
Christ, including all the powers, privileges, and responsibilities of a Conference of the United

Church of Christ; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Thirty-Fifth General Synod acknowledges that,
effective January 1, 2026, each Association of the said four Conferences shall automatically
become an Association of the new Keystone Conference of the United Church of Christ, as

determined by the new Keystone Conference; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Thirty-Fifth General Synod does hereby approve the
termination of the standing of the Penn West, Penn Central, Pennsylvania Southeast, and Penn
Northeast Conferences with the General Synod, effective January 1, 2026.
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Penn Northeast Conference of the United Church of Christ
2024 Spring Conference Meeting (Zoom / Hybrid)
Saturday, June 8, 2024, at Penn Stater Hotel and Conference Center

The Moderator, Rev. Dr. James Gottwald, welcomed all those in attendance in person and by Zoom to
the Spring Meeting of the Penn Northeast Conference.

James then asked Conference Minister Rev. Dr. Bonnie Bates to offer Opening Devotions. She began by
thanking all who expressed concern for her son Sam’s unexpected surgery the day before, having
cardiac stents put in place, which thankfully went well, and he is now recovering at home. For the
devotions, she used the text from Ephesians 4:2-7, which begins by encouraging us to "Be completely
humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the

unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.” Again, she used her own personal struggles with
cultivating patience as an illustration.

Call to Order The Moderator then called the business meeting to order at 9:10 am.

Adoption of the Agenda

The first order of business was to adopt the agenda and he called for a motion to that effect. The
motion was made by David DeRemer, and seconded by Tyler Shankweiler. The motion passed
unanimously.

Establishment of a Quorum

Next, James called on the Asst. Moderator, Lori Balliet, to give the Registrar’s Report. She stated that
the total registration for the meeting as of 6/3/24 was 117 individuals with 78 in attendance in person
and another 39 on Zoom. There were 77 authorized ministers, 19 lay delegates, one youth delegate,
and four lay members on the Conference Board totaling 101 voting delegates. Fifty-six churches of the

Conference were represented. This report confirmed that a quorum for conducting business was
established.

Definition of the Bar of the House
He then defined the bar of the house as being participants on the Zoom platform and all those in Room

207 of the Penn Stater Conference Center.

Definition of Business Guidelines
Moving on to adoption of the Business Guidelines, he asked for a motion to adopt them as outlined in
the Advance Reports. Gary Barraco made the motion, and Kaye Lentz seconded it. The motion passed.

Generosity Team Video

James then asked for a short video produced by the Generosity Team to be played for those in
attendance. In it, members of the team explained the origin of the Friends of the Conference campaign
to encourage individual donors to give gifts to the Conference directly to offset the decline in OCWM

funding from member churches.



Treasurer’s Report

The video was followed by the Treasurer’s report given by Rev. Martin Nuscher. He covered the end of
vear balances for 2023 and offered comparisons and trends for several preceding years. Martin
reviewed all the information contained in the reports and then offered to answer any questions about
the data. When those questions were answered, he acknowledged that 4 of the last 10 operating
budgets were deficit budgets, but that, overall, the report was good news for the most part. After all
the questions were answered, the Moderator asked for a motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report. Lee
Schaeffer made the motion and Bill Metzger seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Approval of the Minutes

James then called on Secretary Helena Lindquist to present the minutes from the Fall 2023 Conference
meeting held at Bensalem UCC in Lehighton. After she did so, he called for any questions or corrections
from the delegates. One correction in an individual’s title was made. James asked for a motion to
accept the minutes of the 2023 PNEC Fall Conference meeting, as amended. The motion was made by
Christian Creyer over Zoom and seconded by Sue Schaeffer. That motion also passed with one
abstention.

Approval of Remaining Reports

The next order of business was to accept the other reports from the Board Committees and Ministry
Teams on activities which have been undertaken since the Fall Conference meeting. James asked for a
motion to accept them as presented in the advance reports. Janice Metzger made the motion and Bob
Quinby seconded. The motion passed.

Nomination Committee Report

The Moderator then called on Rev. Denise Fry, Chair of the Nominating Committee, to recognize
members of the Board, Committees, and Ministry Teams who have completed their terms of service to
PNEC. She read the list aloud and offered them all thanks for their time, expertise and commitment.

She was then asked to present the report from the Nominating Committee which contained a slate of
twenty-five candidates for several vacant conference positions, about half of which are on the

Committee on Ministry. She moved the adoption of the Nominating Committee report. James
explained that the Committee made the motion that these individuals be elected upon the
recommendation of the committee, and it does not require a second. He then asked if there were any
further nominations from the floor for the positions listed in the report. Hearing none, he asked for a
motion that would close the nominations for these positions. Gary Barraco made the motion and
Kathryn Foster seconded. The vote to close nominations passed, and the Moderator instructed the
Secretary to cast a unanimous ballot for everyone listed on the Nominating Committee Report.

Bonnie Bates asked all of those who were appointed or elected today and those who will continue to
serve in positions with the Penn Northeast Conference to stand in their places to be installed. She
referred everyone to turn to the installation service printed in the Delegate Book and proceeded to
conduct the installation.



PNEC Keystone Working Group Discussion
Bonnie introduced the other individuals from PNEC who have been serving on the Keystone Group, Rev.
Steve Davis, Rev. Dr. James Gottwald, Rev. Kris Snyder and Rev. Dr. Becky Beckwith, and opened the
floor to questions or concerns those present might want to ask of them. The questions centered on
topics like:
= Will our single association have the same weight (voting power, etc.) as the other three
areas which have multiple associations?
=  What sense do you have of how the vote will go?
= How can we ensure some of our restricted funds (from bequests, for example) will
continue to be kept separate and within the stated wishes of the donor?
At the end of these questions and a brief comfort break, other reports were shared.

Recognitions: Several individuals, congregations and clergy were recognized, as follows:

e Rev. Teresa Martin recognized about 25 clergy who are celebrating special anniversaries of
their ordination.

e Bonnie Bates recognized Joyce and Doug Donagan, co-pastors at St. John’s Riegelsville, as the
newest pastors in PNEC.

e Bonnie went on to list those Clergy who have died since our Fall 2023 meeting, including Rev.
Lunette Hilliard who died on 11/09/2023, Rev. Carl Siegfried who died 12/13/2023, Rev. Jack
lvey who died 1/22/24, Rev. Bill Ellsworth who died 4/2/2024, and Rev. Em Finney who died
5/8/2024. She offered a prayer of thanksgiving for their lives and their service.

e Tracy Whitehead explained the PNEC Ambassador program and how each church could
participate in the program, and she recognized the many churches who have joined the
program and appointed a member to serve in that capacity.

e Rev. Rich Teitsworth presented the five churches which gave over $10,000 to OCWM in 2023,
as well as the top ten churches with the highest per capita OCWM giving. He went on to
recognize the more than thirty “5 for 5” churches which contributed to OCWM plus the four
special offerings throughout the year (One Great Hour of Sharing, the Christmas Fund,

Strengthen the Church and Neighbors in Need). He also listed the dozen Open and Affirming
congregations and the two designated as Welcoming, Inclusive, Supportive and Engaged in the

mental health of the community and the wider world.

Legacy Churches and those that left the UCC

The Moderator asked Bonnie Bates to announce the congregations which have closed or opted out of
the United Church of Christ. She listed two Legacy churches which closed, Church of the Manger in
Bethlehem and St. John’s in Coopersburg. She also listed two churches who voted to no longer be part
of the UCC, The Dille Parish in LeRaysville and Trinity Congregational Church in Scranton.

Appreciation for the Conference Planning Team

James gave sincere thanks to all the members of the Conference Meeting Planning Team; which
included Chairperson Doug Taylor, Doug Lander, Bob Gutekunst, James Gottwald, Gary Barraco, Debra
Hess and the Conference Staff. And he especially thanked the Tech Team composed of Doug Lander,
Becky Sausser and Bill Costello who brought and set up the technical equipment that enabled us to
make this a virtual as well as an in-person event. We appreciate their support and their skills.



Next Meeting Date
James then announced the date of the Fall 2024 Conference Meeting will be November 9'" at St. John’s

Laurys Station when we will be voting on the motion to form the Keystone Conference.

Passing the Moderator Gavel
Just prior to the passing of the gavel, Bonnie provided a plague of recognition to James. Thanking him
for his years of service at the Asst. Moderator and Moderator of the PNEC.

Finally, Moderator James Gottwald passed the gavel and the Moderator’s Medallion to Lori Balliet, the
next PNEC Moderator.

Adjournment
Lori asked for a motion to adjourn the Spring Meeting of the Penn Northeast Conference. James

Robison made the motion and Bob Quinby seconded. The motion passed unanimously, and James
offered grace for the luncheon meal.

Submitted by Helena Lindquist, Retiring Secretary to the PNEC Board
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The Small Town and Rural (STAR) Coalition of the United Church of Christ

Requests to be Recognized as a Formal Group
A Prudential Resolution

Submitted by: lllinois, lowa, Kansas-Oklahoma, Nebraska Conference, South Dakota Conferences

SUMMARY:

The Small Town and Rural (STAR) coalition seeks to be recognized as a Self-Created Group
according to the United Church of Christ By-Laws, Article V1., existing to be a supportive
expression of the Living Christ, in relationship with one another and with the Body of Christ, In
all its forms. As defined by the Constitution and Bylaws of the United Church of Christ “the
basic unit of organization and life within the United Church of Christ is the local church.”
(Shears, 1990) Local churches may self-identify as a “small town and rural church,” meaning
they are geographically separated from metropolitan and suburban communities. The STAR
coalition serves to support STAR churches in various ministry functions. This action requires a

Bylaws amendment at the Thirty-Fifth General Synod.

BIBLICAL, THEOLOGICAL, AND HISTORICAL GROUNDING:

The fundamental biblical grounding for the proposed recognition of the Small Town and Rural
coalition is found in Christ’s farewell discourse in the Gospel according to John, “...that they may
all be one.” John 17:21 (NRSV). This scripture has served the basis for uniting Christians

throughout the world.

At the virtual 2021 General Synod, a small group of individuals met to share experiences in
small town and rural ministry. The Rev. Dr. Bonnie Bates identified that congregations from
small town and rural communities had much different needs than the congregations in her
larger, urban congregations. Others in the group shared frustrations and concerns about

resources available to these smaller congregations. For example, small churches rely heavily on
lay members to lead ministries and perform administrative functions as opposed to paid staff

(Davis, 2020). From those discussions, the Small Town and Rural (STAR) Coalition developed.

The United Church of Christ is known for responding to the needs of the overlooked and
marginalized. Because of this prophetic compassion, significant ministries developed that
address the needs and presence of our often-overlooked siblings, neighbors, and communities.

In the context of challenges Small Town and Rural churches face, we identify with Paul’s letter
to the Corinthians, “The one who plants and the one who waters work together with the same
purpose. And both will be rewarded for their own hard work.” 1 Corinthians 3:8 (NLT). This
means that we are called to become stronger and more supportive for these STAR ministries by
building a stronger and larger network of covenants serving as the body of Christ across the
breadth of the United Church of Christ. STAR congregations can bind together and be strong
and vital presences in their immediate and global communities, offering spiritual, missional, and
relational sources of hope, reflecting the love and light of Jesus Christ, who spent most of his
ministry reaching out to those who are tied to the land and community. The covenant is not just
with the churches, but between the churches as well (Hoffman, 2008). This means building and
maintaining a covenantal and collaborative relationship with all United Church of Christ STAR
churches through the existence and suppoit of the STAR coalition.




The STAR Coalition seeks to live out its purpose of;
e Planting and maintaining a covenantal and communal relationship with all United Church

of Christ STAR ministries.
e Growing and nurturing a covenantal and communal relationship with the United Church .

of Christ Council of Conference Ministers, officers of the Church, UCC Covenantal
partners, UCC Board of Directors, and Alliance of Associate Conference Ministers.

e Being a resource to share information and best practices to promote excellence in our
various ministries.

e Being a collective voice of advocacy for concerns important to the role and work of
STAR ministries as they relate to the life of the United Church of Christ.

In the past, the United Churchof Christ was asked to be aware of the predicament of the small
rural congregation, its members and pastors. Individuals from small congregations across the
United Church of Christ have come together and met monthly sharing ideas and resources. Ve
have intentionally discerned a call to unite for the intention of being a resource to share support,
information and best practices to promote excellence in our various ministries.

TEXT OF THE RESOLUTION;

Whereas, 64% of the churches in the United Church of Christ are located in small towns and
rural areas.

Whereas the vitality, relationality, and ecological aspects of our STAR congregations with their
important presence within the body of the United Church of Christ, is as essential and important

to the health of the entire Church as any other group of people (Ephesians 4:4).

Whereas the United Church of Christ seriously holds the call to be an open and welcoming faith
community, accepting into the church body and leadership all facets of expression found in
God's people, creating a rich diversity of expression, background, culture, sexual and gender

identity and expression.

Whereas STAR congregations frequently find their needs and unique lived experiences
underrepresented on a Conference and National levei.

Therefore be it resolved that the Small Town and Rural Coalition be granted official status In
the United Church of Christ Bylaws, Article VI, Self-Determining Groups.

FUNDING: The funding for the implementation of the Resolution will be made in accordance
with the overall mandates of the affected agencies and the funds available.

IMPLEMENTATION: The Officers of the Church, in consultation with appropriate ministries or
other entities within the United Church of Christ, will determine the implementing body.
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General Synod Delegates
July 11-15, 2025 in Kansas City, Missouri

Clergy - Class of 2025

Virginia Schlegel

Gary Barraco

Gregory Edwards

James Robison

Cecilia Baxter, Assistant Moderator
Edward Livingston

Denise Fry

Bob Rapp

Laity - Class of 2025

Trudi Egan

Lori Balliet, Moderator
JoAnne McGee

Tyler Shankweiler (under 30)
Ben Gulledge

Denyse Edwards

Clergy - Class of 2028
Steve Davis

Becky Sausser

Bob Gutekunst

Jeff Kistler

Laity - Class of 2028
Mandy Muschett
Doug Lander

Chris Lander

Brian Saylor

Ron Smith

Tamara Pammer
Paul Wilhelm
Samantha Kistler



Churches Celebrating Milestone Anniversaries in 2025

225" - First Congregational UCC, Harford (1800-2025)

150" - Salem UCC, Weatherly (1875-2025)

Open & Affirming (ONA) Congregations

Faith UCC, Center Valley

St. John UCC, Riegelsville

New Creation UCC, Easton

St. John’s UCC, Allentown

Trinity Reformed UCC, Bloomsburg

St. John’s UCC Fullerton, Whitehall

First Reformed UCC, Berwick

Forks UCC, Stockertown

9. St. Paul’s UCC Big Creek, Lehighton

10. Good Shepherd UCC, Slatington

11. Union UCC, Neffs

12. Heidelberg Union Church Slatington
And,

the very latest congregation:

13. Faith UCC, Hazleton

N G & S

WISE Congregations

Welcoming, Inclusive, Supportive, and Engaged in the Mental Health of the Community and the Wider World

1. St. Thomas UCC, Bethlehem
2. St. John’s UCC, Allentown

And,
the very latest congregation:
3. UCC Greenawalds, Allentown

A2A (Accessible to All) Churches
1. St. John’s UCC, Allentown

Legacy Churches
Trinity UCC, Bethlehem



Penn Northeast Conference
United Church of Christ

November 9, 2024 Fall Conference Meeting Evaluation
In Person and Virtual at St. John’s UCC, Laurys Station

Check one: 1 was in person ; I was online

EXCELLENT
VERY GOOD
GOOD

How do you rate today’s Conf. Meeting?

Business
Keystone Presentation/Motion

Worship
Agenda

What was the high point of the meeting?

What was the key learning for you?

What could we have done better?

Please complete and deposit in the boxes as you leave or email to BarbaraJ@pnec.org

POOR



